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Marine Spatial Planning approaches in the Basque 
Country (Bay of Biscay, NE Atlantic)

MSc. Kemal PinarbasiΣ 5ǊΦ Lōƻƴ DŀƭǇŀǊǎƻǊƻ ŀƴŘ 5ǊΦ #ƴƎŜƭ .ƻǊƧŀ

2nd Baltic MSP Forum, 23th of 
November Riga, Latvia
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Outline
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Å EnvironmentalComponent
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Exclusive EconomicZoneof Spain

Source: Marine Plan Atlas www.marineplan.es
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BasqueCountry

Source: Marine Plan Atlas www.marineplan.es
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BasqueCountry

Diversity of activities 

Commercial fishing: trawlers, purse seiners and 
artisanal fishing

Recreational fishing with over 5000 boats

Tourism and sand mining (beach nourishment 
only)

New industrial activities: marine renewable 
energy (wave) and offshore aquaculture

Government is seeking diversification of 
activities

No marine spatial plan is in place

(Directive transposition in progress) 

Marine Activities in Basque Country

Galparsoro, I., N. Aldanondo, L. Alonso, P. Alvarez, G. Boyra, L. Ferrer, A. Cƻƴǘłƴ, M. Louzao, 
U. Martinez, Y. Sagarminaga, V. Valencia, U. CotanoΣ нлмсΦ !ƳǇƭƛŀŎƛƽƴ ŘŜƭ ŎƻƴƻŎƛƳƛŜƴǘƻ ȅ 
ŀǇƻȅƻ ŀƭ ŘŜǎŀǊǊƻƭƭƻ ŘŜ ƘŜǊǊŀƳƛŜƴǘŀǎ ǇŀǊŀ ƭŀ ƎŜǎǘƛƽƴ ŘŜƭ ŜŎƻǎƛǎǘŜƳŀ Ŝƴ ŀƎǳŀǎ ǾŀǎŎŀǎ-
BABES. Elaborado por AZTI-Tecnaliapara EuskoJaurlaritza- Gobierno Vasco. 215 pp.
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BackgroundStudiesfor MSP

Seafloormappingand characterisation
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BackgroundStudiesfor MSP

Seafloormappingand characterisation

HabitatMapping
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BackgroundStudiesfor MSP

Seafloormappingand characterisation

HabitatMapping

HabitatModelling




