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#BalticMSP

HELCOM work on development of 

Baltic MPA network

W 2/5 Linking maritime spatial planning with marine protected areas

(Baltic SCOPE)
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CBD Aichi Strategic Goal C
Target 11

At least 10 per cent ƻŦΧ coastal and marine areas are conserved through
1) effectively managed
2) ecologically representativeand 
3) well connected
systems of protected areas



HELCOM MPAs
Å1994: A network of 62 HELCOM BalticSea ProtectedAreas

Åfrom 2014 called HELCOM MPAs

ÅMost HELCOM MPAs are Natura 2000 sites

ÅSee HELCOM Map Service (maps.helcom.fi)



Development of the HELCOM MPAs since 2004.
Percent values above columns describe only marine areas of the network.
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HELCOM MPAs

Protectedseaarea:

ÅGER 36%

ÅPL 25%

ÅDK 23%

ÅEE 17%

ÅLV 15%

ÅLT 15%

ÅFI 7%

ÅSE 5%

ÅRU 4%

Å174 HELCOM MPAs

ÅCa. 54 000 km2

Å11.7 % of the Baltic 
Seaarea

Å17 % of the TW

Å4.6 % of the EEZ



EsbenMolandOlsen, Univ. Agder, Norway

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ bŀǘǳǊŀ нллл ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦέ
Position paper by the European Marine Board (Olsen et 
al. 2013)

International studiessay: MPAsdo work, butΧ

άaƻǎǘ at!ǎ are ΨǇŀǇŜǊ ǇŀǊƪǎΩ έ
Jameson et al. (2002): ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ŘƻƻǊǎΥ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘέ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΚ
Mar Poll Bull 44: 1177-1183

άhŦ the 1306 MPAs studied worldwide, only 31 % were achieving their ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦέ
Kelleher et al. (1995) A Global Representative System of Marine Protected Areas. 
Vol. 1-4, Envir. DeptWorld Bank. Washington DC USA
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Crucialquestion:
Are the MPA networkscoherentand well managed?

To makethe management effective:
Weneedinformationon the marine
biota - and on humanpressures

Å65 % of the HELCOM 
MPAs: a management 
planin force

Å26 %: a management 
planin preparation

Å9 %: no management 
plan
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ά[ŀŎƪ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ is a major obstacle for the 
development of an ecologically coherent MPA-

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭǘƛŎ {Ŝŀέ

- HELCOM 2010



How to locatethe most valuablehabitats?

Lagoons EstuariesReefs M. Westerbom Underwatersandbanks

How to locate important and rare species?

Bladderwrack
Fucusvesiculosus

EelgrassZosteramarina Bluemussel
Mytilus trossulus

Hippuristetraphylla

ÅWithin the EU occurs
only in Finland
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~17.000 

random

observation

points

+ 50.000 

ògrid pointsò

VELMU plan
2012-2015The Finnishsolution:

The VELMU Programme
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Å Bottomtopography, geology

Å Habitats

Å Algaeand water plants

Å Invertebrates

Å Fishspawningareas

Dropvideo
ROV

Benthicsampling
Samplingof fish larvae

Geological
echosoundingmethods

Scubadiving
Algallines

Parks & Wildlife Finland

Geol. Surv. Fin. 

/ H. Kutvonen

Data collection
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VELMU Map Portal

120000+ observationpoints

1000+ underwaterphotos


