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Celtic Seas 
III OSPAR Region 

Extends between 48ϲN and 68ϲN and 
between 5ϲW and the west coast of 
Great Britain to the 200 m depth 
contour to the west of 6ϲW 

Extended eastwardfrom the Western 
English Channel to include south 
western portion of the Gulf of St Malo
and westward from Ile de Sein to a 
point of 9 W. 

Oceanic physical characteristics (along 
the shelf break) to tide-swept (fjordic, 
sea lochs west of Scotland), sheltered
(swallow enclosed sea and estuarine 
systems off the western UK)



EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region, 2009

Regional Baltic MSP Roadmap, 2013-2020

Common Pan-Baltic vision for MSP, 2011
The BaltSeaPlan Vision 2030 ςTowards 
sustainable planning of Baltic Sea space

Common principles, planning methodologies 
and content for MSP, 2010
Baltic Sea Broad Scale MSP Principles 
(HELCOM/VASAB MSP WG) 

Common approach for transboundary MSP, 
Necessary Common Minimum Requirements 
for MSP in the Baltic Sea, Plan Bothnia, 2012

Commonly-agreed guidelines on transboundary 
consultations, public participation and co-
operation in the field of MSP (HELCOM VASAB 
MSP WG, 2015)

3 Pilot transboundary Marine Spatial Plans

Transnational coordinating body  : HELCOM/ 
VASAB MSP WG

EU strategy for the Atlantic (IMP)

Absence of commonly-agreed Pan-
Celtic vision and objectives for MSP

Absence of commonly-agreed 
planning methodologies and 
content for marine plans

Absence of practical transboundary 
MSP experiences ςno pilot 
transboundary marine spatial plans 

Good Practice Guide for 
transboundary MSP (TPEA) 

Absence of transnational 
coordinating Institution 

Culture of partnership : Celtic 
Partnerships, PISCES projects, TPEA 

Looks outwards open ocean



Opportunities & challenges for cross-
border MSP in the Celtic Seas  

ÅDifferent timeframes in MSPand policy 
priorities 

ÅMSP is nationally-oriented 
ÅConsultation on a ad hoc basis (e.g. SEA, 

EIA, WFD)

ÅDifferent Institutional & planning practices 
ÅCentralized vs. decentralized MSP
ÅUnmatched administrative structures

ÅDifferent culture and approaches for 
stakeholder engagement 

ÅDifferent systems for data management
ÅNo protocol for data aggregation 

ÅMSFD Metadata portal (Celtic Sea 
Partnership) 

ÅBritish Oceanographic Data Centre 

CHALLENGES FOR 
TRANSBOUNDARY 
MSP IN THE CELTIC 
SEAS



England



Marine Spatial Planning in 
Scotland 

ÅUK Marine Policy Statement 

ÅMarine Scotland Act 2010 
(up to 12nm)

ÅMarine and Coastal Access 
Act 2009 (EEZ)

ÅScottish Government 

ÅScottish National Marine Plan  
(2015)

ÅMarine Planning Partnerships 

Å2 pilot Marine Regions in 
2016


