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PLEASE HELP ME! HAND ME THE TOOL!
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The General Checklist



Does MSP support the 
achievement and/or contribute to
maintain good environmental 
status?
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“Groove is in the ” - Deee-lite

“My              will go on” - Celine Dion

“Shape of my             ” - Sting

“Don't Go Breaking My              ” - Elton John & Kiki Dee
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Is best knowledge and practice 
applied in planning?



Is the precautionary principle 
considered in planning?



Are alternatives used in planning?



Is assessment of ecosystem 
services included in planning?



Is mitigation applied in planning?



Is a holistic systems perspective
used in planning?



Is participation and communication
ensured in planning including the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment?



Is the subsidarity aspect and 
coherence between levels considered
in planning?



Is adaptation considered in 
planning?



RESULTS: Baltic Scope partners responses to the 

General checklist for the Ecosystem Approach in Maritime Spatial Planning                    

Key elements Questions Answer Conclusions

Environmental 
objective GES

Does MSP support the 
achievement and/or 
contribute to maintain good 
environmental status?

YES

Not Yet Denmark

Objectives for preserving of marine 
ecosystem and maintaining of GES 
are set.

NEEDED:

-common indicators GES 

-BSR/transboundary perspective to GES

Best knowledge 
and practice

Is best knowledge and 
practice applied in 
planning? YES

Not Yet Denmark

All countries apply comprehensive  
existing data collection as well as 
additional research / mapping/ 
analysis 

All partners apply the best available knowledge, but 
is available knowledge enough?

Do we have the same understanding of the best 
practice?

No actual “best practice” yet

Precaution

Is the precautionary 
principle considered in 
planning?

YES- Latvia, Sweden and Poland 

Partly Estonia & Germany

Not Yet Denmark

Focus on cumulative assessments, 
and linked decision making with SEA 
for planning and EIA at project level

No really clear interpretation of the precautionary 
principle in MSP yet

Seems to be different interpretation of the 
precaution principle and addressing the uncertainly

.



RESULTS: Baltic Scope partners responses to the 

General checklist for the Ecosystem Approach in Maritime Spatial Planning     

Key elements Questions Answer Conclusions

Alternative 
development

Are alternatives used in 
planning?

Yes- Estonia, Latvia, Poland, 
Sweden

Partly- Germany

Not yet Denmark

Scenarios and/or other planning 
alternatives

Alternatives are/will be used but in different ways and 
in different stages in planning

Identification of 
ecosystem 
services

Is assessment of 
ecosystem services 
included in planning? Yes, but in most cases method 

unclear

Latvia: Mapping as part of 
stocktaking and evaluated in SEA 
and Socio Economic Assessment

There is a common view that EES should be 
integrated in MSP.

Mitigation Is mitigation applied in 
planning?

YES

Not Yet Denmark

Mitigation considered and SEA a 
tool to identify mitigation 
measures 

There is a common view to mitigate negative impacts 
but need to define “mitigation” in MSP. Does it include 
what not to do and setting conditions for offsetting 
impacts.



RESULTS: Baltic Scope partners responses to the 

General checklist for the Ecosystem Approach in Maritime Spatial Planning     

Key elements Questions Answer Conclusions

Relational 
understanding

Is a holistic systems 
perspective used in 
planning?

Yes

Partly Germany

Not Yet Denmark

Applied by assessment of direct, 
indirect and cumulative impacts

SuperHolistic, multi MSP, assessment of human 
activities and ecosystem/cumulative effects would 
have to be done on a pan-Baltic scale

Participation and 
communication

Is participation and 
communication ensured in 
planning including the 
Strategic Environmental 
Assessment?

Yes

Not Yet Denmark

Stakeholder are actively engaged 
in MSP and SEA process in all 
countries  

Common agreement that participation and 
communication should be carried out both with regard 
to setting planning objectives at an early stage in 
planning and the contents of the plans.

Subsidiarity and 
coherence

Is the subsidiarity aspect 
and coherence between 
levels considered in 
planning?

Yes!

Even Denmark 

But the “fragmentation” of the 
planning system varies. 

National solutions have to be applied to strengthen 
links between planning levels, and to address planning 
issues at the appropriate levels.

Adaptation Is adaptation considered in 
planning?

Yes!

The need to review the plans 
within a 10 year period is 
recognized.

Challenge for countries to have an updated plan. A 
question of national priorities and the requirements for 
reviewing the plans.



Does the General Checklist serve a purpose?

YES! 
Does the General Checklist solve everything?

NO! 
Is it a good start?YES! 



The Planning Support Checklist

This “checklist” is actually a table to use in 
the planning process to identify potential 
synergies and conflicts and the their possible 
solutions. It is hence more of a guidance in 
planning. It was developed with the idea that 
it is in the actual planning where decisions on 
plan alternatives are taken. 

SYNERGIES and CONFLICTS in relation to 
ENVIRONMENT

Aim: To proactively contribute to the 
implementation in the actual planning 
activities. 

User/Target group: Those planning

When to use: The checklist should be used in 
the Maritime Spatial Planning process



The SEA-checklist (Strategic Environmental
Assessment-checklist)
Aim: To contribute to harmonized SEA-application in 
Baltic SEA in MSP.

User/Target group: Those who order and those who
carry out SEA in MSP

Timing: The checklist should be used while preparing
for SEA and during the SEA-process as part of MSP

Input: From partners SEA-experiences, in MSP and 
other. Espoo consultations etc.



Read more about this in 
our report in March 2017

Thank You!


