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My topics 

ÅElements for includingMPAs in the MSP Plan

ÅTools anddata

ÅProcessfrom planningto management

ÅRolesof MSP plan andMPA management
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Prerequisitesandassumptions

ÅMSP followsEU Directives
Å Ecosystembasedmanagmentapproachwill be

followed
Å Habitats andBirds DirectivesandMarine Strategy

Framework Directiveswill be followed
Å andthusMPAs areintegral partsof MSP plansand

networksof well managedMPAs arestandardin the
regional seas. 

Å HELCOM andOSPAR recommendationswill be
followed

So we are discussingherenot if MPAs are included
but how they are included. 
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Stocktaking: goodplanningneedsbestdata

Å ExistingMPAs andnetworksaregood, howeverΧ

Å for an MSP plan youalso needthe informationthat
led to the designation

Å Demandsof species

Å Threshholdsindicators(GES)

Å Impacts 

Å Howdo pressuresaffectbiodiversity

Å Howdoesan MPA fosterecosystemservices
Χ όpurificationΣΧύ 

Å Orproductivity(spillςover) 

Å Howis the areaaffectedby cumulativeeffects
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Whichdata

ÅMPA networkmapsincludingcoherence
assessments

ÅMarine landscapes
ÅHabitat mapping
ÅEvaluation of ecosystemservices
ÅPressureevaluations
ÅStock assessments

All you needto justify an MPA you will 
also needfor justifying restrictionsto
other seauses.  Makeyour casestrong 
anddo your homework! 
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Planningphase: makingthe caseearlyin the process

αGreen Buzzwordsά ƛƴ recitalsarefineΧ

More important is to introducehardconservation
criteria into the planningrationale andsettingof
goals. 
MPAs shouldbe the exclusiveusein the priority
zoneof a plan
Clear environmental qualitative criteria
correspondwith areasandspatialdatafulfilling
thesecriteria
ü GIS will generatethe areasconcerned
Certainprotectioncategories(naturereserve, 
N2000 area, National park) or specificzones(core
zone) or habitatscanbesuch criteria for priority
zones
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Planningresult

MPAs shouldbepriority areasfor
conservationς

Incompatibleusesshouldbe excluded

Forother usesthis will meanthat there
isno needto askfor permissionin 
theseareas.  
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PlanningTechnologies

Conservationdepartmenthasto bring clearevidence
to the tableof the planners

Decisionsuppporttoolsmight underpinthe
arguments

Visualisingalternatives helpsto convince
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Suitability layers, left: species and habitats 

inside N2000 areas, right: important fish 

areas and wind power

(preliminary data)
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Communication iskey

An MSP plan is a political decisionmakingprocess. 

Toget MPAs asa priority claim, all partieshaveto be
convinced: 

Å The MSP planners > to understandandprioritize the claim
Å The other sectors> to acknowledgethat their claimis lessimportant

Å Society andpolititians> that it is the bestchoicethat might helpwin
elections

Å Important is to speakthe same languageςthis canalreadystart with
usingthe same planningtoolsor jointly produceddata

(decisionsupporttools, joint habitat maps)
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Think of monitoringandimplementation

Å Whengoinginto an MSP processthe MPA management
andimplementationshouldbeanticipated

Å It helpsmakingthe designationsenforcable

Å The divisionbetweenplanningauthority and
managementauthority shouldbeclearfrom the
beginningςpoint of hand-over beingsetearly

Å Task of developingthe plan 

> planningauthority

Å Task of daily management

> natureconservationauthority
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Roleof MSP planningagency

Å Delivertransparencyabout functions, impactsand
different scenariosbasedon scientificevidence

Å Elaborate policy/rationale documentwith goals, 
indicators, zoningschemefor all claimsfor seaspace

Å Definegeneralschemeof restrictionsandobligations
assignedto a certainzone

Å Basedon spatialinformationandinput developa map
with the zonesincludingthe correspondingrestrictions
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Roleof the conservationagency

As contributor to the Planningteam: 

Å Provideinput to rationale, conservationcriteria to meetand

restrictionsthat correspond(incompatableactivities) 

As competentmanagementagency

Å Lead role for managementof the priority claim

Å Lead the consultationwith other sectors

Å Definesiteor zonespecificmanagementregulations

Å Organizeenforcementproceduresin a conservation

managementplan (incl. Legal statusof a reserveȰΣΧύ

Å Organizemonitoringanddatagatheringon dailybasis

Å Secure surveillanceandenforcementof measures
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SurveillanceandMonitoring

Å Co-useof ressourceswherepossible: 

Å Combinationof ongoingsurveillancefor multi-

purposes: 

Å Oilspill , bird andmarine mammalssurveillanceby

usingadditional equipmenton boardaircrafts

Å Vesseltracking(VMS, AIS) via satellitefor trackingship

traffic, fisheries

Å Voluntarysightingtools (sightingappsfor detecting

mammalsor pollution features

Å Usingcoastguard, fisheriescontrol andrangervessels

jointly to enforcethe measuresin remote seaareas. 
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Involvement of mechanismsoutside MSP

Useof different sectoralcompetences: 

Conservation:  managementplanningfor N2000 sites

Shipping: PSSA- areasto be avoided

MSFD: programmeof measures

Fisheries: spawnigareas, gearrestrictions, fisheriesmeasuresin 

line with Common fisheries policy
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